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I am looking for heterosexual men and women between 18 and 30 years old, who would like to participate in single-gender focus groups and/or interviews, to talk about: 

*  wanted and unwanted sexual experiences
*  having felt pressured into sex or aspects of it
*  choice/control/ power/ willingness within sexual experiences.

The research will be completely confidential and anonymous. 

Participation is completely voluntary: no cash incentives or otherwise will be offered.
INDIVIDUAL INTERVIEWS: I will be conducting individual interviews, which will allow me to explore the topic in depth. These will be taking place only once, and last approximately 90 minutes. They will be happening during the month of July 2010. 
WHO AM I?

I am a Social Policy and Sociology student at the University of Edinburgh, working on a project for my dissertation. I can be contacted at A.Galli@sms.ed.ac.uk or missaligalli@yahoo.co.uk if you would like to part-take or for any questions. 

If you would like to make sure this is a genuine project or for further questions, you can also contact my supervisor, Lynn Jamieson (Head of Sociology at the University of Edinburgh and Co-director of the Centre for Research on Families and Relationships) at Lynn.Jamieson@ed.ac.uk. 
WHAT IS THIS?

As part of our Sociology degree, we are required to carry out a research project on a topic of our interest. My project is called “Reflections on non-consensual and unwanted sexual experiences: beyond the consensual sex/rape dichotomy” and seeks to provide a better understanding of consent, coercion, pleasure, violence in sexual experiences, and the grey area between wanted consensual sex and violence. 

WHY AM I DOING IT?

I have knowledge and direct experience of sexual violence, and I know it is harmful and detrimental. I believe that little is known about the different forms it can take; when, where and why it happens; how it can be prevented and what support can be useful. Knowledge is power: a better understanding of what happens in sexual encounters can be helpful in addressing sexual violence.

If you would like to part-take in the individual interviews, or both, and for any questions please contact me at A.Galli@sms.ed.ac.uk or missaligalli@yahoo.co.uk. 
Thank you for your help!

Alessandra Galli

